
Application Kit
A Guide to the AICPA
Certified Information Technology Professional Credential 





1

Table of Contents
What Is the CITP Credential?   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2

8 Great Reasons to Obtain the CITP Credential  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2

Valuable Resources, Tools & Information  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3

FAQs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

CITP Application Process   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5

CITP Point System  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

CITP Body of Knowledge  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7

Business Experience Requirement   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8

Lifelong Learning Requirement  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8

Other Certifications/Credentials  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10

CITP Credential Application (Attached)



2

8 Great Reasons to  
Obtain the CITP Credential
1 .  Distinguishes you from non-CPA IT professionals and other CPAs who lack information 

management and assurance expertise;

2 .  Affirms your value to employers and current and potential clients, and inspires a greater level of 
confidence in your expertise;

3 . Indicates your continual dedication to improving your IT skills and expertise

4 .  Demonstrates your commitment to providing assurance to the financial information generated in 
your firm or client’s organization;

5 .  Displays your ability to offer tremendous insight into business process improvements, data analytics 
and enhanced business reporting;

6 .  Offers the opportunity to explore new, exciting roles in areas such as information assurance, internal 
controls, business process improvement, data analytics and enhanced business reporting;

7 .  Increases opportunities for client referrals from other practitioners and consumers;

8 .  Affords access to a CPA community in which you can share, debate, network and communicate 
with other business technology experts .

What Is the CITP Credential?
The AICPA’s Certified Information Technology Professional (CITP) Credential program encourages 
and recognizes CPAs’ unique ability to provide business insight by leveraging knowledge of 
information relationships and supporting technologies . The CITP is granted exclusively to CPAs 
who specialize and demonstrate specific skills, expertise and experience in the following areas: 
business system reporting, IT audit & attest services, internal controls, fraud considerations and 
assessment of risk .

The CITP Credential program has several key objectives:
•  Achieve public recognition of credential holders as premier providers of information 

management and assurance services;

•  Provide tools, training and support to help credential holders expand their information 
management and assurance-related services and provide greater benefits to the business and 
academic communities they serve; 

• Promote credential holders’ services through outreach and marketing materials; and

• Increase practice development and career opportunities.



3

Valuable Resources, Tools & Information
CITP CRedenTIAl hOldeRs ReCeIVe:

•  CITP Marketing Toolkit – Tools to help 
you market your CITP Credential to 
potential employers and clients, including 
customizable Hire a CITP brochures that 
explain your unique blend of business and 
financial technology expertise .

•  Money-Saving Discounts – Vendor discounts 
and special offers on products, publications 
and events to enhance your practice .

•  Exclusive AICPA Conference Discounts – Enjoy 
this opportunity to network with your peers at 
the AICPA’s annual TECH+ Conference or the 
National Advanced Accounting and Auditing 
Technical Symposium (NAAATS) Conference 
and receive additional discount off registration .

•  LinkedIn Group – Interact with other CITP 
Credential holders .

Plus These IT seCTIOn benefITs:

• Technical Resources – Tools and information 
via the IT Center website:

 •  Web seminars –  Presentations on 
information management issues and trends, 
hosted by accomplished IT and accounting 
professionals . 

• Member Communications

 •  InfoTech Update – Monthly e-newsletter 
focusing on industry news, tools and ideas for 
CPA information management professionals .

 •  IT Community News – Periodic e-newsletter 
with member updates, news and events .

 •  The CPA Technology Advisor – Bimonthly 
newsmagazine that helps public accountants 
select software solutions and advise clients on 
software decisions (free! $49 .95 value) .

•  Networking – Interact with information 
management professionals via  
online communities or in-person  
events (details: aicpa .org/interestareas/
informationtechnology/) .

•  Discounts on Alliance Conferences – Save 
on alliance partner conferences .
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fAQs
Q.  How does the CITP Credential differ from other IT credentials?

A .  The CITP Credential is awarded only to AICPA-member CPAs; thus, it mandates the highest professional 
standards of any IT credential . Other technology certifications tend to be product-specific, skill-specific 
or highly technical . The CITP, on the other hand, is a long-term, broad-based credential . It builds on the 
CPA’s strategic and general business skills, plus his or her unique ability to provide business insight by 
leveraging knowledge of information relationships and supporting technologies .

Q. do I have to be a CPA and a member of the AICPA to apply?

A .  Yes . You must be a regular member in good standing and hold a valid and unrevoked CPA certificate 
issued by a legally constituted state authority .

Q. do I need an active license to practice public accounting to become a CITP?

A .  No . You must hold a valid and unrevoked CPA certificate issued by a legally constituted state authority .  
You need not have an active CPA license .

Q. The material I’ve read discusses a point system. How many points do I need to qualify?

A .  One-hundred points, awarded based on Business Experience and Lifelong Learning relevant to the 
CITP Body of Knowledge and other credentials or certifications you might hold . Please read this CITP 
Application Kit for details on the point system .
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Q. does the AICPA audit CITP applications?

A .  Yes . A percentage of approved applications are selected for random audit . Any misrepresentations or 
incorrect information may result in disciplinary action, including suspension or revocation of CITP eligibility 
and/or credential .

Q. I have applied for the CITP Credential. What happens next?

A .  Once documentation and payment have been submitted and approved, the AICPA will review and issue 
an approval letter . At this time:

 1 .  Individuals may use the CITP Credential in accordance with the rules of the state in which they practice . 
Members are not authorized to use the credential until they receive this notice .

 2 .  At the applicant’s request, their state society will be notified so the information can be promoted in 
state society newsletters .

 3 .  A CITP certificate and welcome kit will be sent to the successful candidate under separate cover

Note: In some cases, applicants may be required to provide additional information in support of their application.

Q. What is required to maintain the CITP Credential?

A .  Credential holders must pay an annual fee of $350 and meet CITP recertification requirements (subject to 
change) every three years:

 1 . AICPA membership in good standing;

 2 . Valid and unrevoked CPA certificate issued by a legally constituted state authority;

 3 .  60 hours of Lifelong Learning activities credit over the preceding three years in topic areas related to 
the CITP Body of Knowledge; and

 4 .  Submission of a written statement of intent to continue to comply with all recertification requirements .

CITP Credential holders will be instructed to report their recertification requirements at the appropriate time .

CITP Application Process
1.  Obtain a copy of the CITP application 

Use the one in the back of this application kit or download one from aicpa .org/InterestAreas/
InformationTechnology/Pages/InfoTech .aspx (click on “Apply for the CITP Credential” under the 
Membership tab) .

2.  Complete the application form 
Itemize your IT-related business experience, Lifelong Learning and other qualifying certifications/
credentials, and perform the simple calculations provided to receive your preliminary point total (a 
total of 100 points is required) .

3.  submit your completed application and $350 application fee 
Payable by check or credit card .

QuesTIOns?  
T: 888 .777 .7077 
E: CITP@aicpa .org
W: aicpa .org/CITP

Write:  CITP Credential Program Administration 
AICPA Member Services 
220 Leigh Farm Road 
Durham, NC 27707 
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Initial Certification Requirements
• Regular AICPA membership in good standing;
• At least five years of experience in practicing accounting;
• Valid, unrevoked CPA certificate/license issued by a legally constituted state authority;
•  Completed CITP application, including 100-point requirement  

(see “CITP Point System,” below); and
• Payment of $350 CITP application fee.

CITP Point system
CITP CANDIDATES MuST ACCuMuLATE AT LEAST 100 PoINTS fRoM A 
CoMbINATIoN of 3 CATEGoRIES:

Category  Minimum Points  Maximum Points

Business Experience  25  60

Lifelong Learning  25  60

Other Certification/Credentials  0  35 

THE 10-yEAR RuLE

•  Business Experience and Lifelong Learning must have occurred in the 10-year period prior to the 
application date .

• Rule does not apply to qualifying Other Certifications/Credentials.

Information Management:
A CITP or IT professional’s area of 
expertise evolves around these five key 
dimensions . These dimensions function 
 as a continuous workflow .

ITMS & CITP body of Knowledge

Risk  
Assessment

Fraud 
Consideration

Internal Control &  
IT General Controls

Evaluate, Test 
and Report

Information  
Management &  

Business Intelligience

 . . .Re-evauate . . .
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CITP body of Knowledge
Eligible Business Experience and Lifelong Learning must fall within the five dimensions comprising  
the CITP Body of Knowledge .

DIMENSIoN 1 – RISK ASSESSMENT

Risk assessment
 •  Initial evaluation of risks that may have an impact on the possibility of a material misstatement  

or the vulnerability of an organization’s assets with initial assumptions, research and uncertainties .

DIMENSIoN 2 – fRAuD CoNSIDERATIoNS

fraud Considerations
 •  Consider the risks of material misstatement due to fraud and determine specific IT techniques to detect fraud.

DIMENSIoN 3 – INTERNAL CoNTRoL AND IT GENERAL CoNTRoLS

Internal Controls
 •  Provide reasonable assurance regarding the reliability of financial reporting and the preparation  

of financial statements for external purposes/use .

Information Technology General Controls
 •  Control objectives relate to the confidentiality, integrity and availability of data and the overall 

management of the IT function of the business enterprise .

Information security 
 •  Understand, identify, design, implement and monitor processes/systems used to enable security  

of information .

DIMENSIoN 4 – EvALuATE, TEST AND REPoRT

Types of Audit and Attest services
 •  Provide IT assurance to the public on financial statements, a client service, or a specific segment  

or piece of an entity’s operations .

Auditing Techniques & Procedures
 •  Techniques and options to design and execute testing procedures.

Assessment of controls
 •  Evaluation process of controls and the entity’s environment after examination and testing.

Information Assurance
 •  Provide assurance on the presentation, timeliness and auditability of information.

DIMENSIoN 5 – INfoRMATIoN MANAGEMENT & buSINESS INTELLIGENCE

Information Management 
 •  Ensure that information is managed such that it provides value in a number of aspects.

business Process Improvement 
➢ •  Identify opportunities and understand the value of using information technology to create work  

flows and processes that enable more effective use of resources .

Data Analysis & Reporting Techniques
 •  Process of gathering, modeling and transforming data with the goal of highlighting useful 

information, suggesting conclusions and supporting decision making .

Performance Management
 •  Apply data analysis and reporting concepts to analyze enterprise performance and help the organization 

achieve its accountability goals and objectives, using financial and non-financial information .
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business Experience Requirement
Candidates must earn at least 25 points (maximum: 60) for business (or teaching) related to the CITP 
Body of Knowledge experience within the 10-year period preceding the date of application .

Note: Candidate must hold a valid, unrevoked CPA license and have a minimum of five years of experience practicing accounting 

(public or non-public, such as business and industry, government, non-profit, or education) .

Lifelong Learning Requirement
Applicants must earn at least 25 LL points (maximum: 60) related to the CITP Body of Knowledge 
within the 10-year period preceding the date of application . Every three hours of Lifelong Learning is 
valued at 1 point .

LL categories fulfill a variety of maximum point-requirements. The details:

1   Continuing Professional education 
Formal programs of learning in self-study or group-study format in topics relevant to the 
CITP Body of Knowledge .

2   Approved Courses at an Accredited university or College  
CITP Body of Knowledge advanced degree university- or college-related courses .

3   Other Continuing education Courses 
Contact-hours credit will be given for other continuing-education classes not qualifying for CPE, 
provided the topics are relevant to the CITP Body of Knowledge .

4   Trade Association Conferences 
Credit can be earned for attending trade association conference sessions for which CPE is not 
given, provided the topics presented are relevant to the CITP Body of Knowledge .

5   Self-directed Reading 
Professional journals, technical bulletins, releases and research projects, and Internet research, for 
material related to one or more CITP Body of Knowledge areas .

6    Presenting 
Preparation and presentation of CPE and other courses on topics related to the CITP Body of 
Knowledge . Under CPE guidelines, preparation time up to two times the number of presentation 
hours, plus presentation time for the first time a course is presented, is allowed . For repeat 
presentations, instructors receive no credit unless they can demonstrate that the program content 
involved was substantially revised and that the revision required significant additional study or research .
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7   Authoring 
Writers of published articles, books or CPE programs in topics related to the CITP Body of 
Knowledge will be given credit for their research and writing time if this time increases 
professional competence . Under CPE guidelines, credit for writers is measured in contact 
hours . For a writer to receive credit, the article, book or CPE program must be formally 
reviewed and published by a publisher not under control of the writer .

8   Committee service 
Five points for each year of participation on committees concerned with one or more of the 
CITP Body of Knowledge areas .

Reporting Requirements to Support 
lifelong learning
A certain percentage of CITP applications are subjected to random audits . Therefore, the AICPA 
recommends applicants maintain the following records:

Approved college coursework, advanced degrees, other continuing-education courses  
and trade-association conferences

• Course/Session Title;
• Related Body of Knowledge Area;
• Course Sponsor, College/University;
• Course Format;
• Advanced degree applicable; and
• Date(s) hours, hours attended.

Presenting

• Program/Session Title Area;
• CPE Credits or Presentation Length;
• Date(s); and
• Location of Presentation.

Self-Directed Reading

• Publication Name;
• Related Body of Knowledge Area;
• Publisher;
• Number of Issues Read;
• Publication Type; and
• Dates.

Authoring

• Work Title;
• Related Body of Knowledge;
• Publisher;
• Publication Type;
• Date Published; and
• Hours of Preparation.

Committee service

• Organization Name; 
• Committee Name; 
• Description of Service; 
• Related Body of Knowledge Area; and 
• Dates of Service.
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Other Certifications/Credentials
Applicants holding one or more of the following other technology-related certifications or 
credentials are eligible for 35 points:

ISACA’s Certified in the Governance of Enterprise IT™ (CGEIT)

ISACA’s Certified Information Security Manager (CISM)

ISACA’s Certified Information Systems Auditor (CISA)

Certified Management Accountant (CMA)

Certified in Financial Forensics (CFF)

Certified Internal Auditor (CIA)



APPlICAnT QuAlIfICATIOns 

CPA Certificate/License & Accounting Experience

Candidate must hold a valid, unrevoked CPA certificate/license and have a minimum of five 
years of experience in practicing accounting (public or non-public, such as business and industry, 
government, non-profit, education, etc .) .

CITP 100 Point System Requirements

CITP Applicants must accumulate a minimum of 100 points in the sections below to qualify for the CITP Credential . 
 
To qualify for the 100-point requirement, business experience and Lifelong Learning must have 1) occurred within the last 10 years and 2) been 
relevant to the following CITP Body of Knowledge areas:

1) business Experience 
Enter the number of hours over the last 10 years that you have devoted to work 
related to the Body of Knowledge areas above, and calculate the appropriate points  
in the Total column . 
 
Every 40 hours is valued at 1 point . A minimum of 1,000 hours (25 points) is required, 
and a maximum of 2,400 hours (60 points) qualifies .

2) lifelong learning 
Identify all Lifelong Learning activities in which you have participated in the last 10 years . 
At least 50% must have been obtained within the 10 years preceding the credential 
application . Every 3 hours of Lifelong Learning is valued at 1 point . A minimum of 75 
hours (25 points) is required and a maximum of 180 hours (60 points) qualifies . 
 
Education in the CITP Body of Knowledge areas may include:  
completion of continuing-education courses; completion of advanced degree courses; presentation of continuing education; and authoring 
publications on relevant subjects . More information can be found at aicpa .org/CITP .

3) Qualifying Certifications

 Candidates will be awarded 35 points for holding any one of the following credentials . Please check the box(es) next to the credential(s) you 
currently hold . If at least one box is checked, enter 35 in the Total box . Maximum of 35 points qualifies .

This application can be completed while opened on your desktop and then printed and/or faxed 

All applicants shall be Regular AICPA members in good standing. 

APPlICAnT PROfIle ❑ home ❑ business

Applicant name:________________________________________ AICPA Membership No. _______________________________________________

firm or Organization: _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________ City: ______________________________________

state:  ________________________________________________ ZIP: ______________________________________

Telephone: (         ) _________________ fax No. (       ) _________________  email Address:_____________________

Please tell us how you heard about the CITP Credential: _______________________________________________________  
 Please check here if you do not want your information to appear in the CITP referral database.

Mail application and payment to:
ATTN: Member Service Center
CITP Credential
AICPA
220 leigh farm Rd
durham, nC 27707

Or fax to: 800 .362 .5066

❏ ISACA’s Certified Information Systems Auditor (CISA) Total

❏ ISACA’s Certified Information Security Manager (CISM)

❏ ISACA’s Certified in the Governance of Enterprise IT™ (CGEIT)

❏ Certified Management Accountant (CMA)

❏ Certified in Financial Forensics (CFF)

❏ Certified Internal Auditor (CIA)

Membership Application

Total

• IT Audit & Attest Services; 
• Internal Control; 
• Fraud Consideration; 
• Risk Assessment; 

• IT General Controls; 
• Auditing Techniques & Procedures; 
• Information Management; 
• System Solution Management; 

• Application Integration Management; 
• Analysis and Reporting Techniques; and 
• Business Intelligence.

State                 CPA Certificate/License Number

Minimum of five years experience _____ Y _____ N

                              Calculations                                   Total

Hrs . of 
Business Experience

Total points for
Business Experience

÷ 40 =

                              Calculations                                   Total

Hrs . of  
Lifelong Learning

Total points for 
Lifelong Learning

÷ 3 =

T: 888 .777 .7077  |  F: 800 .362 .5066  |  E: CITP@aicpa .org  |  W: aicpa .org/CITP



T: 888 .777 .7077  |  F: 800 .362 .5066  |  E: CITP@aicpa .org  |  W: aicpa .org/CITP
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❑  Please find the enclosed check made payable to: AICPA/CITP Credential  
( Please note: you will receive a full refund if your application is not approved .)

❑  Please bill my credit card  
( Please note: your credit card payment will be processed upon approval of your application .)

Credit Card: (Check one)  

❑ Visa ❑ MasterCard ❑ Discover ❑ American Express   ❑ Diners Club

Card Number: ___________________________________________ Expiration Date: _____________ 

Billing Address (if different from address above): 

_____________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________ State:  ________Zip: _______________

Print Name of Credit Card Holder: ________________________________________________________

Sign Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Apply Online Today! Visit us at: aicpa .org/citp 
and click Join

Application and payment can be mailed to: 
 ATTN: Member Service Center 
 AICPA CITP Credential
  American Institute of Certified  

Public Accountants 
220 leigh farm Road 
durham, nC 27707

Or faxed to: 800.362.5066

Please note: Acceptance of payment does 
not signify approval of your application. upon 
approval, you will receive a welcome kit 
advising you of your authorization to use the 
CITP Credential.

Email: CITP@aicpa.org 
Call: 888.777.7077 (M – F 9am – 6pm ET)

signature ________________________________________________________________________date  _______________________________
Inserting your name here electronically will serve as a valid representation of your signature and will be considered binding.

MAINTENANCE of CREDENTIAL
To maintain the CITP Credential, credential holders must pay annual dues 
(currently $350) and must comply with the following requirements:
1) Maintain membership in good standing in the AICPA .
2)  Hold a valid and un-revoked CPA certificate issued by a legally constituted state 

authority . 
3)  Recertification currently requires that the credential holder earn a combined 

total of 60 hours of related continuing education during the three-year period 
preceding recertification .

4)  Submit a written statement of intent to continue to comply with all 
requirements to maintain the credential during the recertification period . 

AGREEMENT
1)  I understand that I may not use the CITP Credential or CITP logo or hold myself 

out as an CITP until I have received official notification of my CITP certification 
from the AICPA . 

2)  I hereby authorize investigation of all information I provided in the CITP 
application . 

3)  I understand that permission to use the CITP Credential and CITP logo 
is granted for a period of three years . At the end of such period, if CITP 
certification is not renewed, certification expires and any right to use the CITP 
Credential and CITP logo expires .  

4)  I understand that, if I fail to comply with the maintenance of credential 
requirements, I am required to and I agree to cease use of the CITP Credential 
and CITP logo immediately and understand that in order to regain CITP 
certification I must comply with the requirements of the CITP Credential 
recertification process found on page 6 of the CITP Credential Application Kit . 

5)  I have read the recertification requirements stated here and understand that 

they are subject to change as deemed appropriate by the AICPA and the CITP 
Credential Committee . 

6)  I further understand and agree that the AICPA has the absolute and 
unrestricted right to revoke any rights I have to use the CITP Credential and 
CITP logo if I fail to hold a valid and un-revoked CPA certificate issued by a 
legally constituted state authority and maintain membership in good standing 
in the AICPA . 

7)  In consideration of the CITP certification granted hereby, I further agree that neither 
the AICPA, its officers, directors, employees nor others acting on its behalf, shall be 
liable to me for any actions taken or omitted to be taken in any official capacity or 
in the scope of employment and I hereby release the AICPA and the other persons 
identified above from any liability for such actions or omissions .

8)  I affirm that I have read carefully, understand and agree to the items set forth 
in this Statement of Intent . I further certify that I understand that a percentage 
of CITP applications will be randomly selected for further review and that, if 
selected, I will be required to provide detailed documentation (including specifics 
of Business Experience and Lifelong Learning) to support the assertions of this 
application . Failure to provide documentation will be considered non-compliance 
with the requirements for maintenance of the CITP Credential .

deClARATIOn
I hereby affirm that my statements given in this CITP Application are true and 
complete to the best of my knowledge and freely given . I understand that any 
misrepresentation or omission of facts therein is cause for denial or revocation of 
the right to use the CITP Credential and logo . If so requested by the AICPA CITP 
Credential Committee, I will furnish all additional information or documentation as 
may be deemed necessary for the verification of the information given here .

deClARATIOn Of InTenT Please read and indicate agreement below .

PAyMENT INfoRMATIoN  The program enrollment fee for the CITP Credential is due upon application submission . Please indicate your credential 
or membership status, as well as your method of payment, below .

Credential or membership status: (Check one) 

❑ New CITP Credential Holder  $350 ❑ Current IT Section Member $150 ❑ Current AbV $200 ❑ Current Cff $200 ❑ Current Pfs $200

PRoMoTIoN CoDE: __________________ NOTE: Member will be required to pay pro-rata portion of fees depending upon time of year application submitted.  
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aicpa.org/pfp/pfs

American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
220 Leigh Farm Road 

Durham, NC 27707-8110

T: 888.777.7077  |  F: 800.362.5066  |  E: CITP@aicpa.org  |  W: aicpa.org/CITP
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